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Light Cavalry of the Grand Duchy of Berg 1807-1814 
 
History 
Murat, Grand Duke of Berg ordered the formation of a regiment of Chevau-Legers du 
Grand Duc de Berg on the 21st May, 1807, it was proposed that the regiment have a 
strength of 4 Squadrons, each of 2 Companies, consisting of 87 men to a Company.  
The regiment was to be raised by conscription with the exception of the 1st, Garde du 
Corps Squadron which was to consist of volunteers who would purchase their own 
uniforms and mounts. 
 
Early in 1808 the first two squadrons were sent to join Murat in Spain, on their arrival 
at Bayonne they found that Murat had already left Spain for Naples.  Some members of 
the regiment followed Murat to Naples but the majority remained in Spain seeing action 
at Bellorado, 12/11/1810, Fuentes de Onoro 5/5/1811, the Galician campaign of August 
1811 and Ciudad Rodrigo, 25/9/1811. 
 
On the 29th August 1808 the regimental title was changed to the Regiment de 
Chasseurs a Cheva1 du Grand Duchy de Berg.  The 3rd and 4th Squadrons had been 
sent to Versailles and they were joined there by a 5th Squadron, later being stationed at 
Hanau, Augsburg and Passau, on the 11/6/1809 these three squadrons are shown as 
having a strength of 40 Officers and 851 men.  From the 30th July 1809, these 
squadrons were part of the 9th Corps under the command of Junat and employed on 
lines of communication duties, after the Peace of Vienna the squadrons returned to 
Metz in October 1809. 
 
On the 15th December 1809 Napoleon ordered that the regimental title be changed yet 
again, this time to Regiment de Lanciers du Grand Duchy de Berg, and that the 
regiment be equipped with lances.  As was common practice, only the first rank of each 
company was equipped with the lance, the second rank retaining their carbines, the 
regiment was also awarded the honour of having a silk lance pennant after a successful 
action by the squadrons in Spain. 
 
In 1812 the regiment had a strength of 6 squadrons each of two companies with a total 
regimental strength of 1198 officers and men.  It was now decided to carry out another 
reorganisation of the regiment and the squadrons serving in Spain became the 1st 
Regiment de Lanciers de Grand Duchy de Berg, whilst the squadrons serving in South 
Pommerania became the 2nd Regiment. 
 
The 2nd Regiment took part in the Russian campaign of 1812, brigaded with the 
Chevau-Leger Regiment of Hesse-Darmstadt in General Delaitre's Light Cavalry 
Brigade of Victors 9th Corps.  They spent the majority of the campaign guarding lines 
of communication and the majority of the regiment was eventually captured by the 
Russians at Borissow.  Immediately after the conclusion of this campaign, Napoleon 
ordered that the regiment be reformed with a strength of 6 squadrons, but this target was 
never reached.  The 1st Regiment serving in Spain was ordered back to Germany to join 
the remnants of the 2nd being reorganised by Major von Witzleben.  The first squadron 
to be fully equipped was taken to the front by Major von Witzleben who then promptly 
deserted to the Allies.  Major von Toll who had previously served in Spain was now 
given command of the regiment and whilst he continued to organise his remaining 
squadrons, the 1st squadron was attached to the 2nd Lancers of the Guard and fought at 
Weissenfell’s, Poserna, Lutzen, Bautzen and Reichenbach. 
 
By the end of the 1813 Armistice, Major von Toll had been able to reorganise 3 
squadrons of the regiment, all 4 squadrons were present at the Battle of Dresden, 
although not actually engaged.  On the 25/8/1813 the regiment was ambushed by a 
Prussian force arid suffered over 250 casualties.  The remnants, very demoralized, 
returned to Dresden where they received a few reinforcements but were still at a very 
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low strength.  They took part in the fierce cavalry fighting outside Leipzig under Murat 
and on the 19/10/1813, whilst serving as part of Poniatowsky’s rearguard were cut off 
and captured by the Allies when the Elster bridge was prematurely blown up.  A few 
survivors of the regiment continued to serve with the French in the garrison of Mainz 
until they surrendered on the 17/4/1814. 
 

 
 

OFFICER, 1st GARDE DU CORPS SQUADRON, FULL DRESS, 1807/1809 
 
Shapska. Black leather base and peak, (Figure 1) the peak edged with gilt, a 

wide band of silver lace around the centre of the hat, the back of 
the cap had a black leather back flap which was worn turned up.  
The top part of the cap was in the distinctive rose-red facing 
colour of the regiment.  Silver lace along the top and side edges, 
silver cords and tassels.  Gilt chin scales on a red leather backing.  
The centre of the cap badge was silver and the rays brass.  The 
cockade had a rose-red centre and white outer, white plume. 

 
Coat. White with rose-red collar, (Figure 2) plastron, pointed culls and 

turnbacks.  The collar, cuffs and plastron edged with silver lace, 
epaulettes and aiguilettes silver, buttons and the lace buttonholes 
on the plastron also silver.  Officers wore a silver sash, tied at the 
left hip and hanging down in two thick silver tassels.  The back 
seams of the coat and the sleeves were laced in rose-red.  The 
pouch belt was of silvered leather with gilt ornaments, pouch black 
leather without insignia on the flap. 

 
Overalls Rose-red of the tight Polish Lancer type with two broad bands of 

silver lace down the outside of each leg, black boots with silver 
spurs. 

 
Equipment. Gloves, chamois with white leather cuffs, the sword slings were of 

silvered leather with a rose-red centre stripe.  The sword was the 
usual light cavalry style, with brass guard and scabbard, one black 
panel in the centre of the scabbard, silver sword strap and tassel. 

 
Horse Furniture. Rose-red saddle cloth (Figure 4) and valisse both edged with wide 

bands of silver lace, no ornaments in the corners.  Black leather 
straps with white metal fittings.  The head harness of officers' 
mounts were studded with silver studs, gilt breast and throat 
ornaments, white leather stirrup leathers, iron stirrups. 

 
The men of the 1st Squadron had the same uniform as the officers the only difference 
being that silver was replaced by white for the men.  Only the members of the 1st 
Squadron wore the lace buttonholes on the plastron, the dress of the 2nd Squadron was 
therefore the same as the 1st with that exception. 
 



 Page 3 

 
 
 

 TRUMPETER, 2nd SQUADRON, FULL DRESS, 1808/1809 
 
Shapska. Black leather base and peak, (Figure 1) the peak edged with brass, 

wide band of white lace around the centre, rose-red top with white 
lace, white cords and tassels, rose-red and white cockade.  Brass 
badge with silver centre, brass chin scales on black leather 
backing. 

 
Coat. Rose-red (Figure 3) with white collar, cuffs, plastron and 

turnbacks, all laced silver and silver buttons.  White epaulettes and 
aiguilettes.  The flap securing the waistbelt was rose-red edged 
white.  The back of the jacket and seams of the arms laced white. 

 
Overalls. Rose-red lancer pattern with two wide bands of white lace down 

the outside of the legs, black boots with silver spurs. 
 
Equipment. White gloves and cuffs, white pouch belt with gilt fittings, plain 

black pouch.  White waistbelt with brass buckle, sword slings 
white with brass fittings, brass hilt to sword, steel scabbard white 
sword strap and tassel.  Brass trumpet with silver trumpet cords, 
trumpet banner (Figure 5) white with silver eagle and fringe. 

 
Horse Furniture. Rose-red saddle cloth and valisse, (Figure 4) both laced in white, 

black leather straps with white metal fittings, brass breast and 
throat ornaments, white stirrup leathers, iron stirrups. Trumpeters 
rode grey horses. 
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TRUMPETER, 2nd REGIMENT 1812 

 
Shapska. Black leather base and peak, (Figure 7) wide band of white lace 

around the centre.  Dark green top with white lace trim, white 
cords and tassels, silver centre to badge, brass rays, black leather 
chinstrap, cockade, rose-red centre, white outer, yellow ball above 
cockade. 

 
Coat. Dark green, (Figure 8) rose-red collar, plastron, cuffs, turnbacks 

and piping on the back of jacket and sleeves, white metal buttons.  
White epaulettes, the collar, plastron, cuffs and turnbacks are 
trimmed with yellow lace on which are alternating dark green 
crowned N's and Imperial Eagles, this lace is in turn edged with 
narrow bands of red. 

 
Overalls. Dark green lancer style overalls, with black leather booting on the 

inside of the leg, stripe of rose-red lace down the outside seam, a 
three cornered pocket on each, laced in rose-red, with a white 
metal button in each point.  Black boots with blackened spurs. 

 
Equipment. White waistbelt with brass buckle, white sword slings with white 

metal fittings, brass hilted light cavalry sabre, steel scabbard, 
white sword strap and tassel.  Brass trumpet with white cords. 

 
Horse Furniture. Black sheepskin (Figure 6) edged with rose-red.  Rose-red valisse 

with white lace edging.  Black leather straps with white metal 
fittings, brass breast and throat ornaments.  White stirrup straps 
and iron stirrups.  The trumpeter of course, rides a grey. 

 

 
 
 

1st REG1MENT, SPAIN 1810 
 
Shako. Rose-red body, (Figure 9) bands of white lace around top and 

bottom, cockade rose-red centre white outer, large white plume, 
black leather visor edged with white metal, white metal chin 
scales. 

 
Coat. Dark green, collar, cuffs, turnbacks and piping down the front of 

the jacket, rose-red, white metal buttons. (Figure 10). 
 
Overalls. Dark green with black leather booting on the inside of the leg and 

around the ankles.  Black boots with blackened spurs. 
 
Equipment. White pouch belt with plain black pouch, white waistbelt with a 

brass buckle, white sword slings with brass fittings, brass hilt to 
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sabre, steel scabbard, white sword strap and tassel, white 
gauntlets. 

 
Horse Furniture. White sheepskin (Figure 6) edged with rose-red vandyking, rose-

red valisse with white lace, black leather straps with white metal 
fittings, brass breast arid throat ornaments, white stirrup leathers 
iron stirrups, white carbine lock cover. 

 
The lance was natural wood shaft, steel head, white leather grip and throng, pennon 
rose-red over white, these lance pennons were of silk, an honour granted by the 
Emperor after a successful action in Spain, silk pennons normally being a privilege 
reserved for the Guard. 
 
 

 
 
 

TROOPER, ELITE COMPANY, 2nd REGIMENT 1812 
 
Colback. Black colback (Figure 11), rose-red bag piped white, rose-red 

tassel, red plume, and black leather chinstrap. 
 
Coat. Dark green (Figure 12) rose-red collar, plastron, cuffs, turnbacks 

and piping on the back of jacket and sleeves, white metal buttons.  
Red epaulettes, white cords and tassels hanging over left shoulder. 

 
Breeches. Dark green, black hessian boots with blackened spurs. 
 
Equipment. White pouch belt, plain black pouch, white carbine belt with white 

metal fittings.  White waistbelt with brass buckle, white sword 
slings with white metal buckles.  Brass hilt to sabre, steel 
scabbard, white sword strap and tassel.  Brown wooden shaft to 
lance, steel head, white leather grip and wrist throng, rose-red over 
white pennon. 

 
Horse Furniture. White sheepskin (Figure 6) with rose-red vandyking, black leather 

straps, brass head, throat and breast ornaments.  White stirrup 
leathers and iron stirrups. 

 
A Trooper of a Centre Company of the same period is shown wearing a shapska with a 
black base and peak, white lace band, rose-red top with white lace, large red plume and 
white cords and tassels.  Apart from this headdress his uniform is the same as the 
Trooper of the Elite Company. 
 
Various sources show many variations on the dress of this unit and the ones given are 
but a few, Knotel and Weiland for example show the Trooper of the Elite Company in 
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1812, with a dark green plastron piped rose-red, black sword knot and French style 
cuffs.  It is hoped to deal with further variations of the uniforms in later articles. 
 

 
 


